
Eligibility Guidelines for United States Public Health Service (USPHS) Officers 
To Receive Department of Defense (DoD) Campaign, Expeditionary, and Service (CES) 

Medals  
  

REFERENCES 
 
(a) DoD 1348.33-M, Manual of Military Decorations and Awards, September 1996 

Incorporating Change 1, September 18, 2006 
(b) Office of the Secretary of Defense Memorandum, "Establishment of a Kosovo 

Campaign Medal for Operations ALLIED FORCE, ALLIED HARBOUR, JOINT 
GUARDIAN, and Supporting Operations,” April 19, 2000 

(c) Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (P&R) Memorandum, "Global War on 
Terrorism Expeditionary and Service Medals,” October 28, 2003 

(d) Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (P&R) Memorandum, "Korean Defense 
Service Medal,” February 3, 2004 

(e) Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (P&R) Memorandum, "Afghanistan 
Campaign Medal and Iraq Campaign Medal Service Stars,” February 19, 2008 

(f) Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (P&R) Memorandum, "Afghanistan 
Campaign Medal and Iraq Campaign Medal Service Stars,”  April 16, 2008 

(g) Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (P&R) Memorandum, "Expansion of Global 
War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal Area of Eligibility – September 2008,” 
October 8, 2008 

(h) USD(P&R) Policy Memorandum, Award of Military Decorations to U.S. Public 
Health Service (USPHS) officers, June 29, 2009 

(i) Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (P&R) Memorandum, "New Campaign 
Phases for the Iraq Campaign Medal (ICM),” March 8, 2010 

(j) USPHS Commissioned Corps Instruction 511.02, Award of Military Decorations, 31 
March 2010 

 
POLICY 
 
(1) On or after August 2, 1990, USPHS officers assigned, attached, or detailed for full-
time or part-time duty to DoD and any of its components are eligible for U.S. military 
ribbons, medals, and decorations on the same basis as a member of the Armed Forces 
assigned to DoD and any of its components [reference (j)].  This includes DoD CES 
medals.  To qualify for the DoD CES medals listed below, a USPHS officer must meet 
eligibility criteria cited in the reference (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), and (i) as well as the 
following requirements: 

(a) National Defense Service Medal (NDSM), Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal (GWOTSM), and Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal 
(MOVSM): 
USPHS officers must have been detailed full-time, under a reimbursable 
interagency agreement, to a DoD component.  



(b) Korean Defense Service Medal (KDSM), Kosovo Campaign Medal (KCM), 
Afghanistan Campaign Medal (ACM), Iraq Campaign Medal (ICM), Global 
War On Terrorism Expeditionary Medal (GWOTEM), Armed Forces 
Expeditionary Medal (AFEM), Armed Forces Service Medal (AFSM), 
Humanitarian Service Medal (HSM), and Kuwait Liberation Medal (Kuwait); 
Kuwait Liberation Medal (Saudi Arabia): 
USPHS officers must have been assigned, attached, or detailed to a military 
unit participating in or be engaged in direct support of the relevant Operation. 

Policy for awarding of DoD CES medals to USPHS officers are detailed in reference (j) 
 
(2) DoD policy precludes duplicate recognition for the same act or service. No U.S. 
military ribbon, medal, or decoration shall be awarded to a USPHS officer who has been 
recognized for the same act or service through award of a USPHS ribbon, medal, or 
decoration. 
 
(3) No U.S. military ribbon, medal, or decoration shall be awarded to a USPHS officer 
without the administrative concurrence of the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) or his or her designee. The administrative concurrence of the Secretary of HHS 
shall include confirmation that the USPHS officer is in good standing and has not or will 
not receive a USPHS ribbon, medal, or decoration for the same act or service for which 
the U.S. military ribbon, medal, or decoration is being proffered or awarded [reference 
(j)].  The single point of contact within DoD for obtaining Secretary of HHS 
administrative approval is:  

 
USPHS Commissioned Corps Liaison Officer 
Uniformed Services & Protocol Branch 
TRICARE Management Activity  
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health Affairs) 
1200 Defense Pentagon, Room 3E1070 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1200 


